IJ2                THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

To a solemn chanting, the bride and bridegroom were
anointed with oil, and then came the culminating moment of
the ceremony. Two golden crowns weie produced and, as
the bishop took them in his hands, he uttered the following
prayer in Arabic:

" O God, the Holy One, who crownest Thy saints with
unfading Crowns and hast joined heavenly things and earthly
things in unity, now also, O our Master, bless these Crowns
which we have prepared for Thy servants; may they be to
them a Crown of glory and honour. Amen. A Crown of
blessing and salvation. Amen. A Crown of joy and gladness.
Amen. A Crown of delight and pleasure. Amen. A Crown
of virtue and righteousness. Amen. A Crown of wisdom
and understanding. Amen. A Crown of strength and con-
nimation. Amen. Giant to Thy servants who shall wear
them the Angel of Peace, and the bonds of love, save them
from all shameful thoughts and base desires, and deliver them
from all evil assaults and all temptations of the devil. Let
Thy mercy be upon them, hear the voice of their prayer, let
Thy fear fall upon their hearts, watch over their lives, that
they may be without want until old age. Gladden them with
the sight of sons and daughters and bring up those that shall
be born to them as useful members of Thy one only Holy
Catholic Apostolic Church; and let them be established in
the Orthodox faith to the end. Watch over them in the way
of truth, according to the will of God."

Here he paused a moment and placed one crown over the
tarbush of the groom and one on the dark hair of the bride,
saying, as he did so:

" With glory and honour thou hast crowned them, O Lord;
the Father blesses, the Son crowns, and the Spirit comes down
upon them and perfects them. Worthy, worthy, worthy,
place, O Lord upon thy servants a Crown of grace that shall
not be overcome. Amen. A Crown of high and abundant
glory. Amen. A Crown of good and invincible faith.
Amen. And bless all their actions, for Thou art the giver of
all good things, O Christ our God."

Two rings were brought tied together by a red ribbon.
The bishop untied them and placed one on the finger of the
groom and the other on that of the bride. He then pro-